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shows us at what an expense of inward conflict, and by what supreme efforts of heroism, the first leaders of this new spirit took up their position. When committed to custody and examined by a committee of the House, mainly for the assertion that even the Queen's Majesty was not without fault, he exposed the struggles of his soul in language that puts to shame the cheap heroics and gainful platitudes of much modern Liberalism. In its very inconsistencies, now repudiating and now pathetically acknowledging the terror of his position, it has the moving power of living truth.
" "Why do your honours ask," he pleads, " how I dare tell a truth to give the Queen warning to avoid her danger ? I do answer you thus; I do thank the Lord rny God that I never found fear in myself to give the Queen's Majesty warning to avoid her danger. Bo you all afraid thereof who will; for I praise God I am not, and I hope never to live to see the day. And yet I will assure your honours that, twenty times and more, when I walked in my grounds revolving tins speech to prepare against this day, my own fearful conceit did say unto me, that this speech would'carry me to the place whither I shall now go, and fear would have moved me to put it out. Then I weighed whether in good conscience and the duty of a faithful subject I might keep myself out of prison, and not warn my prince from walking in a dangerous course. My conscience said unto me that I could not be a faithful subject if I did more respect to avoid my own danger than rny prince's danger. Here withal I was made bold, and went forward as your honours heard. Yet, when I uttered those words in the House, f that there was none without fault, no, not our noble queen/ I paused, and behold all your countenances, and saw plainly that those words did amaze you all. Then I was afraid with you for company, and fear bade me put out those words that followed; for your countenances did assure me that not one of you would stay mo of my journey; yot the consideration of a good conscience, and of a faithful subject, did make me bold to utter it in such sort as your honours heard. With tins heart and mind I spake it, and I praise God for it; and if it were to do again, I would with the same mind speak it again." *
Brave soul! These were not the days of luxurious clock-tower seclusion, with deputations of admiring f demls, and walks on the terrace, and only the danger of insonmiency from Big Ben booming overhead. " The place whither he should now go," was of more evil repute than that, and the possibility of exit save by the ministry of the hangman very dubious. But the divine spirit of truth had got possession of him j and speak
* Given in Cobbett'a "Parliamentary History."